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MADS .IN ICELAND

or the goings doings and comings
of the elizabethan madrigal sing

ers during their tour of iceland
one DELRE to July 12th 1969

faithfully recorded by scribe
nigel waugh in his own blood on
' paper and typed by h roberts very limited
o ' aided and abetted in parts dy j.m hearne

tour arranged by Reginald or was it Regibald Burgess
Enterprises .
or was it enterprising burgess?’
or was it all a shat in the dark? ,
=11 could’ 'at have been, the sun never went dowmn

a private publicetion, published by the committe of the above sdciety
printed by lithographic method by e.l. jones, printers of cardigan town.
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MOEGUNBLADID, FOSTUDAGUR 28. JULL 1568
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hérlgnd is

songkor fra Wales syngur

s

1t dag er vsentanlegur hingat af Wales i Aberystwyth" og i, _klL 10.456 Ardegis, 0g { kirkjunni

" til lands songkor frda Wales a4

Englandi, sem ber heitid The
Elizabethan Madrigal Singers,
og er i nanum tengslum vid
Adventistastfnudinn Songlolk-
i5 er fr4 ,University College

kérnum eru 20 manns.
f dag syngur korinn & Elli-
heimilinu Grund kL 3, en a

morgun, laugardag kl. 8 { Ab-

ventkirkjunni. Sunnudaginn
syngja pau { Keflavikurkirkju

4 Keflavikurflugvelli kL 7 um
kvoldii, og sama kvold ki 10.30
a8 Hovel Sogu. Sifar radgerir
kérinn as ferdast Gt um land,
m.a. iil Vestfjarfa. Songstjori
korsins er John Hearne.

The 1968 Toux of Iceland was arranged by Reg Burgess, an old
friend {8till!) of mine, who at that time was in charge of the
Publishing Department of the Adventist Ghurch in Jce land.

Our route is shown 1in red on the map helow. We gave concerts

in the towns whose names are ringed. Above is sowe advance publicity:
from lceland's leading daily paper (there are five!) which gave us
excellent covers ol LWO=WE8 K BYAN e oo
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"Travel with them and understand them, Men show

£ : : themselves On jOUrneYSsecsssso’
( 0ld Moroccan Proverb)

Wedsa,, June 26th

We left Aber. at 2 p.m., and just like last year, it was raining as we did so. The
journey contained such exciting events as passing the spot where Liz Willeck turned her
: car over - ( a neat trick if you can do it), presenting Mr. Albinson with Judith's trunk
' { legs and arms to follow ) and dropping Babs Hollinghurst, that well known B.A., at

j Preaton. After this latter event the tour seemed assured of success!

e arrived at Kendal at F.5p.m, - % minutes behind schedule ("What's wrong with Dai?).
had s mes] in a steak bar and then repeired to our respective boarding houses. My

¢ landlady looked and talked just like Hilda Baker. Only Cynthia was missing,

} It's also interesting to remember that premonitions of some impending disaster were

rife among the more sensitive members:

(A RN )

k3
i

Thurs, 27th Kendal ~ Glasgow - Keflavik -~ Reykjavike.oss.

‘Yar a boiled egg, are yers...?' (landlady at breakfast to Caroline as she broke her fast)

We left at 9.45. The journey was uneventful, save for lunch just over the border - ple
and chips, Certain members decide to take this opportunity to walk round saying "Hoots
Mon' but the mood soon passed. We arrived at Glasgow eirport at 4pm -~ lugrage duly weigh
-ed and no-one was found to be over-weight, quick snack the into the Boeing 727. And
before you could say 'Is Hywel Roberts Anastasis?! we were airborne., The weather was par
; -fect, the jet was everything a modern jet should be and the food that came round in 'TV
5 snack trays' was first rate. Hostesses were all right an‘>a11. B ..
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4 few minutes before touching down at Keflavik airport, we flew over the new island of
 gurteey, but nothing was happening (voleanically at least), We landed at 6.25( Pne flight
but we gained an hour) and we were whisked straightway o the American Armed Forces T.V.
Station nearby. This served the NATO base there of 5000 personnel, and also broageast
radio programmes all over Iceland and as far as Greenland. It was & typicai Yank
reception 'Keep it informal =~ relax = you're on in 10 mins....' Commander John Rush
{slightly the worse for & noggin or two or three or four even at a staff party) we Loomad
us, 'I play the recorder very wellees' oass ! Now ver singing to the entire Defense Force
of Iceland, - & Very esoteric audience. But don't forget folks, there are real warm-hear
-ted people behind those cameras', Yet in spite of everything, - Yank organisation,
singing in a tiny gtudio that 5 mins before that had been & news get, the programme -
announced by rell of drums ( *Tonight the Elizabethen Madrigal Singers - in concert®)
went very well, John explainedvhera  came from and who we were &nd we sang for just
over half an hour. One viawer sgid that it was the beat thing she'd ever seen On
Keflavik tellyd
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-~ T T § _ Fnsk; kérinn, sem hefur §
: sngid  hér 4 nekkram

stifnm 28 nndanférng vid

golinr undivlekér  hemmr
fram i siénvarpinug  af
loknn sumarieyfi. Myndin
vap tekin vi¥ upptkanag
i sidnvarpssal, > ]
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5 Conduetor for this appearance {above).

: “And with no chanee of rehsarsal wy -

; “pace notes” had So be skebehy {1 )Y
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_  The we were driven to Reykjawik 'down the main drag'. The landscape
was more akin to a moonscape than anything else, flat strewn with huge boulders and
covered in parts by moss. Barren but impressive, But as we learnt later this was not

typical Igelandic SCENEryY...«s 'We gave Keflavik to the Americans because Icelanders did
not want 1t?

We.wgre staying in an Adventist Church Hall - boys upstairs, girls downstairs. Unlike
British ehurch halls, this one was clean and modern with all mod. cons., e discovered
that we had & very big and varied programme planned by Our Man in Iceland .... Reg
Burgess . ~
First impressions of Iceland were very favourable indeed, Reykjavik is a smokeless
city and the most northerly capital in the world. It wes clean, modern, quiet,
and perhaps most‘notable of all, the air was crisp and ahsolutely clean. A

Wigel: How much do you put in the parking meter...?

Jackie: One Coronas.es..’

We lived
over there.,

Down the botton
of ouy roadssse.
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Reykjavik

REYKJAVIK — the copital of Icoland
with a population of 90,000 has devel-
oped in half a century from a liitle
township of 6,000 inhabitants into a
modern metropolis, though o miniature
one. 1§ is the seat of Government and
Parliament, and here you will also find
the univessity, museums ond art guller-
jes, two thealres, ten cinemas, the main
radio stotion, many secondary schoals
and colleges and twe sports stadiums.
There are several up-to-date hotels, rest-
aurants and cafés, Reykjovik has o busy
harbour ond airport, and it is the main

centre of the country‘s frade and indus-
try. It is the notthernmost capital in
the world and the only one heated with
woler from naturel hot springs. The
city is campletely free . fram smoke and
swimming-poels are also heated by nat-
saof. One indoor and two open-alf
ural hot water,

Roykjovik has o picturesque sefting in
a large bay surrounded by beautiful
mountgins. The meon temperature in
July is about 52°F. and in January
30°F. The air is crystal-clear and invigoer-
ating. :

Nothing special about the above except a
rather charming misprint....

(JAV

yiews of
Reykjavik...
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It's a very funny experience you know, . T : .
-ing over at 2 p.m and Trom between clenched eye-lids discovering it's

These ruddy foreigners can't do anything right, S
Strange %o have speni halfl the day
Friday Miracle was to have camp beds,
e practiced a couple of Icelandic sons,
student, correcting our pronunciation and we
Cathedral, prior to a concert there the following week,
Lunch wes at a vegetarien restaurant,

with Ole Dyrmundsson, an Icelandic

going to bed at midnight in broad daylight, roll
still deylight,

till we arose sore but refreshed.
at 31,000 feet and the resat at 2 inches (Reg's

1ilos and mattresses for us by the eveningi)
Aber

then had a short rehearsal in the Lutheran

it offered food at a cheaper price for groups -

by Icelandic stsndards anyway (10/-). The main dish consisted of sweet potatoes, jam and
8 prune. As Jackie said, at least we wouldn't cateh scurvy from meat, (But for the rest,

greenfly seemed assured,)
We then repaired to the National Museum of Iceland,
wrath by touching a canoe. ‘
'Focus on Pact No. 1 @
hutg? I learnt this from Johnny Hearne,
Moving on we gave a concert that afterncon in
was very appreciative,
noticed, A light tea followed
his policy of providing a worry-free old
rest and relaxation after a hard day's work, He ended by
for old people, just as he hoped someona

would find time for us when WE afe old.

where Judith invoked Icelandic

hid you know that in 1914, 90%.0f-the populetion lived in turf
who should know because he was there....

a nearby old people's home. The audience
if a little restless. We sang only moderately well but nobody
(60 watts each) and the director of the home explained
age for these old people, just as you need
thanking us for finding time

What

& difference in outlock and policy to some of the dismz] old people‘s homes in Britain.

17 ",t?

Brezkur kor

Myndin hér a8 ofan er af
brezkdm stngflokki, madrigal
kér fré Waleshéskdla 1 Abery-
stwich, en bessj kér kom hing
al til landsins i ger og mun
} ferfast hér um og halda hljom
' leika neestu  tveer vikurnar,
Kérinn er skipadur héskdla-
studentum einum og stngstjor

W_
/&%ﬁ? i / i /i .;,' A y
7 7

segil.

inn er einnhig ar hopi stodenta. !
Undanfarin ar hefur kérinn;
ferSazt vita um 16nd og hefur |
hann sungi8 beedi vestan hafs
og austan, en tit Islands hefur
hann ekkj komi8 fyrr en ni.
Koér pessi nefnist 4 ensku
The Elizabethan = Madrigal
Singers, en madrigalsOngur var
ténlistarform, sem var ein-
staett {1 sinni ro8 og sted |
btoma  tiltblulega skdmmum |
tima # sexandu 6ld. Madrigal- i
st'.in,r'_{ur er ekki ckia nema 15t
ill kér syngi, og i upphafi voru
adeins tiu { bessum kor, on '
ni eru korfélagarnir 21 af BA#Y
um kynjum, -

Korinn kemur fyrsl £rag
hér 4 landi A elliheimiling
Grund { TReykjavik, en .km: :
svngur hann i dag. A morgusd
syngur korinn 1 Adventkirkj-
unni i Heykjavik, en hann muan
farg vila um land eing og Tyt



Our evening meal was at the vesetarian restaurant 8gsiite o =5 s o S
round as many times as you like and as much grass as you can ent. Jenny uriffiths

was growing horns

and Liz ulford was starting to Moo.

We managed a short practice afterwards, ond then most of us went for & walk
round town, John Hearne solemnly warned us that Icelandie couples do not usually

‘show affection in

public, But in privateesanco ‘ -

gmotes of the day: 'get off nmy child-bearing hips® - Liz Fulford,

Programme of morning
service in the
Adventist Church in

which we sang, and in
which Reg preached,

vdo you need vind Dags.ss.a?' = Olé&y meaning liles,
but looking menacingly at Rhionsaeseon

; Jvewikir?zian
eyﬂqaxfﬁz |

., Drattinn er i sinu heitaga mustery —
- Bul jurSin.veri hijod

fyrir honum!“

in English with quick-

fire interpretation

into Icelandie by dJdon
Jonsson, Principal of
Adventist School in
Tceland.

Sat. 29%h
Reykjavik and to Kleifarvain.

This being the Adventist sabbath we were up falriy early and had to clear our rooms
ready for Children's School, Vost of us went down to a nearby coffee house where a <up
of coffee cost 2/-, but you could nave a refill free, (This ides of 'second helpings’
was not uncommon, one plzce gave us three bowls of soup ezch!) The woman behind the
counter was very blacid as was her helper and showed absolutely no surprise at what

was to become & saveral-times-a-day invagion of 20 foreigrers, Having sung laundate .

and Aberystwyth at the Adventist service we all trooped off reluctantly to the

'vegy. restaurant. There ig a word to describe that meal, BUL 1 can*i gpall ite suffice
it to say that we resolved to buy food ourselves and by the end of the next week the
girls were just about managing to prepare a lovely bread and cheese lunch, with dried

carrots as an option.
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Reykjavik

Centre with inner suburhbs
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stHODL
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f Key to mop lcelandic  Airlines franch Embassy 35, Federation of Icel. Co- Gallery &&. Primary Scheo!
| (Loftleidin) 24, Landakotsspitali operative Secieties 50. Museum of Einar Jénsson 67, Neskirkja [tuth. church)
14. Lakiortorg fcity bus [Catholic Hespital] 36. Amarhvoll (Government 51. Statue of Leif Ericson 68. Hotel Saga
1. Austurvdllur  -Statue of terminol) 25. Catholic Church Dept., Treasury, Supreme 52, Technical School 69, $ports Grounds
Jén Sigurdsson 15. Badstofan (Souvenir Dept. 26, U.5.5.R. Embassy Court efc.) 53. Primary School 71. University
2, Parligment building A of leeland Tourist Bureaw)  27. Salvation Army 37. National Llibrary 54, Middle Schoo! 72, University Gymnasivm
3. Cathedral 16. B.S.]. {Cross country bus 28, QOddfallow building 38. National Theatre 55. Health Centre 73. National Museum &
4. Central Telephone & terminal) 29, 18na-theatre 39, Danish Embassy 56. Swimming pool Art Gallery
Telegraph Office 17. Pan American Airways 30. High School 40. Norwegian Embassy 57. Mational Hespital 74, University Research
5. Sigton, Restourgnt 18. leeland Steamship Co. 31. Sceland Tourist Bureau 41. Primary School 58. University Research Institute
&. Hatel Borg 19. Steindér bus terminal (Ferdaskrifsiofa  rikisingl 42, Free Church Institute - Blood Bank 75, University hostel
7. Hotel Skjaldbreld 20. Hofnarhds {State Shipping head office 43. Glaumbr [Restautant) 59. Matemity Ward {Hote! Gardur)
8. Municipal Offices Dept., Customs Post 32, Stiémarrédshis 44, U5, Embassy 60. Teachers' Training College 74, University hoste! [new}
9. Agricultural  Bank : Qffice, pilots etc.} ‘{Forelgn  Ministy) 45, Swedish Embassy 61, Nursing College {Hetel Garfur Annex}
10. National Bank 21. Maust {Restaurani) 33. Amarhélstén - Statue 46, Municipa! Library 62. Lidé {Restaurant} 77, Héskélabid Auditorium
11, Post Office, Police Stotion  22. Ciry Hotel of Ingolfur Armarson 47, Commercial School 63, MNouticat School & Cinema
12. Fisheries Bank 23. Embassy of Faderal a4, icelandic Fisheries Assocl- 48, British Embassy 44. Municipal Offices
13. Icelondair (Flugfélog [sh.) Republic of W. Germany ation, State Rodio. 49, Asgrimut Jonsson &5, Otd Folks' Home

| T

After lunch, Reg and some of his friends took us for a car trip. ™Mret
stop were the hot water tanks on a nill outside the city. Natural h?t water ig pumped
up to these tanks and is then gravity fed into the houses in the capltalf

Moving on, we came to the President's House and church, stan@lng_alone
in s rather desolate spot across the bay from Reykjavik. A gquick tLaudate' in the
Church and then a drive over our first typical Icelandic main road - an unmade dust
track., The snow covers them every winter anyvay, SO when the spring comes, the Iceland
avthorities just drive a bulldozer more or less along the line of the old road and
there you are, And some of these roads make driving up Consti look easy. Anyway, off
| Wwe went, bowling along like Winnie the Pooh falling downstairs until we reached Lake

Kleifarvatn,

————_ o —

The scenery was little less ihan weird., The steam rushing out of a pipe
and shooting up the side of a hill with a noise like 2 million bunsen-burners-with-
the-holes~open, was a little more than weird. Crossing boiling streams on wooden

1amks was & bit of a laugh. Falling in would probably have been a riot. A little
garther on we came to one of the few places in Iceland where you can find lava eggs,
~ lumps of lavs which have rolled down the gide of a volcano, and for some reason i'm
not sure about (g.v. J. Hicks) the inside coole & lot slower than the outaide and is
thus of a different colour, Anyway, we found several and in due course lugged them
back to England, - sorry Britain.



Back in Reykjavik, we gave a concert in the Adventist Church but partly
because we had had a day out and partly because we were very cremped on the rostrun
we did'nt give a very good one. The audience sat there stone-~faced, bul we were told
later that this was just Icelandic initial Reserve, and that inside the impassive
exterior, they were bouncing about like mad., Anyway that's what Reg said but he might
well have been at the communion wine again.

We had an early night ( about 1.30 a.m. ) but the sun was s8till up, =
(You'd think they'd do something about it reallyeoco)



Sun, June 30th, Reykjavik to Keflavik.... and the NATO base.

At 9 a.m. we left sans breakfast, to Keflavik for a concert at the
Base. Luckily the chaplain had ‘cookies' and coffee ready end waiting and at 11
we sang Laudate, Lumen and Panllite at Mornimg Service. This was typically American,
but. very well presented nonetheless -~ they had programmes for example, although the
‘gervice was not a special one, 'The widow losing her mite' said the Chaplain, ' is
like a woman today losing her contact lenses...' (You could've fooled me). The most
notable thing or feasture of the service was the fact that all hymns were taken in Ragtime




PROTESTANT DIVINE SERVICE
STATION CHAPEL
KEFLAVIK, ICELAND

30 June 1968
ARRA R AR KRR AR KRR kAR AR Rk Ak bk Rk AR R R AR RN R A&

The Organ Prelude Organiat
The Call to Worship
#The Hymn "Come, Thou Almighty King" Yo. 237

#The Call to Confession

*The General Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred, and
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed
too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We
have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone
those things which we ought to have done; And we have done
those things which we ought not te have done; And there 18
no health in us, But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us
miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess
their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; accord-
"ing to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus
our Lord. And Grant, O Most merciful Father, for Hias sake,
That we may hereafcer live a godly, righteous, and scber
1ife. To the glory of thy holy Name. AMEN

*The Prayer for Parden and Forgiveness
*Chaplain: Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me;
ACongregaticn: For I am desolate and afflicted.

*Chaplain; Look upon mine affliction and my pain;

*Congregation: And forgive all my eins.

*Chaplain: Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul;

*Congregation: O my God, I trust in thee, ler me not be .-
ashamed .

#The Gleoria Patri : Ne 620

#The Affirmaticn of Faith '"The aposties Creed”
Ralline

Kot

The Anther Madriga®! Singe:s

The Third Sunday After Trinity 1045 “*The Gospel Lesson

Isaiah 12:1-6
1 Peter 5:6-11

The 0ld Testament Lesson
The Epistle Lesson

The Anthem ‘cﬂdaﬂﬂaféi Madrigal Singers

Luke 15:1-10

The Offertory
The Daxology

*Ths Sermon Hymn "The Church's One Foundation" No. 340

The Sermon "The King's Invitation' Chaplain Henriksen

*The Hymn '"More Love to Thee, O Christ" No. 322

*The Closing Prayers Chaplain

*The Closing Hymn '"Eternal Father, Strong to Save" No. 399

*The Benediction and Choral Response
*Your Silent Prayers
*The Organ Postlude
{*)Indicates the Congregation will please stand.

ttnkﬁ***ﬂ****k**i**tﬁht******ui**ﬂﬁ*a*********ﬁ*************'

ACOLYTES CRUCIFER

C. Harbison F  Coffman

B. Miller

*ai#----*ntn«**nr*tua***k*nntﬁnnn*askuwf*t*-a«nwnnkh*t** -k NR

The nursery is cpen at 0900 every Sunday fox ALL pre-school
chilidren.

We are taking orders for the Concordia Sex Eduvcation Books.
To otder or for more infrrmatien, please call the Zhaplains'
Ottice, 4LLL or 231

The Senict Cheir will be on vacation during the month of
July We sha.. nave special musii eaih Sunday.

There wii. be a Bidie 5zhosl fzzm 5-16 Augest for 3 to 13
g 13
yeal olds



After the service we were taken to the Officer's Mess for lunch, escorted
by the Chaplain's charming daughter, Having eaten our brunch, gully gully and eggs-
punny-side-up (all of which tasted rather better than their names), we moved into a
lecture room for a talk by Commander John Rush on the 'Role of BATO and the Iceland
Defense Force's For the first hour he briefed us , then we briefed him. Discussion
varied from Vietnam to weather forecagting ('our boys are risht 95% of the time, - itts
that 5% that kills me') to - what a surprise, Welsh Nationalism, which he'd never heard
of., Well he's heard of it now! By the time Wyn and Rhion had finished - sbout 4 hours
later, he was on the verge of sending Americen Advisers to aid thea FWA,

His performance as a P.R. man was impressive, although as an Interpol student
I thought his interpretation and choice of facts s bit suspect, Still, the more gullible
- 99% of Mads was soon swayed and came oui shouting 'All the way with L.B.J.’

: Then we were taken on a short tour of the base - into & P4 anti-submarine
alroplane for example. (In the cockpit actually, which ruffled Judy and Sue because it
seemed inevitable that the wrong button would be pressed sooner or later on such a
complicated contrcl panel, and we had yet to fly back to Glasgow. ) Next stop was the
weather station and satellite tracking station. All the staff were keen to show us
round and made us feel quite priviledged. We returned to the Mess { Mike Roberts made
it, let him clear i% up .....) for a candlelight supper (during which Jackie 'waxed®
eloquent, flamed into life and got on everybody's 'wick' HA, HA,...) This was rather
a specinl one becsuse 1t was the last of the session, The buffet wes superb - a good
job we had an hour beford the soncert:

;

:
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) At T.30 we sang in the chapel agein. We concentrsted hard, sang pretty well
and the ?anks loved it - despite Hywel changing key frequently in 'C Lord I don dond
( For which his resignation as Spiritual Solos Man was requested) We had a reception
at the Youth Center afterwards, where an American ex-madrigal choir, just arrived
from the States, loved us and invited us for e concert in the States next yéar" We
were presented with cake and nuis as we left and that well-known phenomenon - Yank
Gush - poured everywhere. But we had really enjoyed ourselves.



Cecland. W dzi {g o'c%ock we were in the Hotel Laga - biggest and bested hotel in
electiou = ce untll“enough people had.come in from watching the Presidential

ns &na then we stood on the stage to perform, the stage  came up to meet ue

ang 9? this clrcglar stage Mads became a cabaret act for the first time in its long
giri; i§§312229213t2;i92223 g;g géggin% a@dlﬁne floor.went down very well, but the

S e oo il 2p.m. ot materialize. We finished off with ‘'Good Night Ladies?

Highlight 1: Judy being grabbed by a jrunk for 2 dances, 'with an option
(apparently to be taken up at his discretion ) on 20 more,
She was resoued.

Highlight 2: Every girl in Mads being dragged in turn on to the dance floor
by our own, very om - Speedy Gonzalez Hicks. And just to prove
t@at.tge H;cks ig faster than the human eye, he averaged 50
circuits of the floor to other co ea' one, and his partners'
He sows on all his own sequinsouljPl g ’ o e
Quote @ ( %s numbers of willing partners dwindled) ‘Everyone but
me's had enough, so I might as well knoek it off.. (JThE)

,
1
i
)
i
i
i
i
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Monday July 1st
Reykjavik and to Ole's

f Rose late ( so was the daffodil }, Desuliry gotivities ~ shirt wasghing, sock shootingy
underwvear chasing, having our own buffet lunch (very nice too). Then after a short
rehearsal, some went ewimming and the rest gouvenir gazing. with 300 k. a minimum

i what else coull you do but gaze?
In the evening we went 1o Ole's parents' house on the outskirts of the city-
pped you prepaid

j We went by bus, You got in at the front and out of the middle and dro
ticket into a sort of ash-tray by the driver. Very efficient really, and the Icelanders

are trustworthy...

We spent & very enjo
fodder in front of Mads and any evening is enjoyableo
into +the small hours, As you will have realized this wa

yable evening with Ole and his familys; well put free
we left at midnight and chatted

g a day off,

A few anippets of conversation heard during the day, taken out of context and
faithfully recorded by Seribe Waugh

o BTSN e LT

tTt's a foot longer then I thought it wasSeos. (Jackie)

: 114's a sad feeling %o gee this thing dangling in front of you (J. Hearne)

"ould you let my underwear down please 7 {Jackie)
: Proving once again that it'e all in the mind, and if it's not there, where the hell

i IS ITsocooos

——

NGB During the afternoon I was entertained by one of the leading
Tcelandic composers, J6n Asgeirsson. He is Music Lecturer ab the
Teacher T‘raining College in Reykjavik and ftook me to see this .

1so took wme to visit the Tcelandic Music

very fine pyilding. He &
uple of composers and a writer were

‘tnformetion Center. Here a <O )
celebrating the news of the election of Kristjan Eldjarn as the
new Premident of tne Republic of Iceland. After coffee at a nice.

‘cafe in town, Jon took me to his house to ses some of his books
and music, and then we went to visit the gculptor Asmundu? Svelins
gon at his home and atudio. This '‘charadng old chagacter showed us
yound the studio and telked aboutb his work, and Jdén bought a set
of traneparencies of some of hils works for me. The old man also

autographed two of the postcards (8€e opposite page) for me. 1 |
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THE ICELANDIC SCULPTOR ASMUNDUR SVEINSSON

1t hias been said of the Icelandic seulptor Asmundur Sveinsson that he
stepped right out of the heathen times of the Sages inta the very light
of modern day. In a sense thls is Lrue, both of his life and art. Born in
1893 on a remote farm in the western dales of lecland, reared {a become
a farmer himself, his strong urge to art soon brought him into contact
with the most modern movements of his day, studying under the great
swedish expressionist Carl Milles In Stockholm and laler working stdc
by side with some of the most daring cubistic sculptors in Parfs. Tn
the same way his work is lwined of motives from ancient folklore and
mythology and a totally fresh conception of materinl and form. Thus
Sveinsson s at the same time an international modernist and an lcelander,
deeply rooted in the cullural traditions of his country.
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Tues, Jul 2nd

Reykjavik and the British tmbassy folkedis

Our leaders J.H. and H.R. were interviewed by the main Teelandic newspaper, Morgun
—bladdidd end had their pictures taken (Publish and be dammed!) The rest courted or
shopped or went to the park where Reg gad assured ue that Icelandic girls sunbathed
in their underwear. In spite of diligent observations, only one very large, middle~

aged lady, fully clothed, could be found. .
Focus on fact No. 1 : it is very easy to sunburn in Iceland because the sunlight

is not diffused.owvce

_ After a while, several drunks surrounded John, Graeme and myself, so we
left., Strange that drunkeness should be a problem among the lcelanders., There are
strong restrictions, but then again, they drink strong liquor. Still they're usually
friendly when drunk.

In the evening we had & reception at the home of the British Ambassador
- & Mr. Macloud, who fanciled himself as a bit of a Scot { his conversation was littered
with 'och ayes') but came from Birmingham - and his huge wife complete with fag
hanging from the corner of her mouth suitably hidden by depths of make-up. Never had
that sort of thing in the Raj , dash it}

Anyway, polite conversation was made for two hours. Several top people
were there, including Thirston, an ex opera singer who lmew Redvers Liewellyn. Jenny
distinguished herself by dropping a savoury biscuit on Mrs, Ambassadors' foot, and
Nigel by nearly dropping his glasases in the toilet and in the momentary panic that
followed, messing the floor., Blame it all on MoEwan's Export and Scotch, Conversation
followed conversation, tray of drinks followed tray of drinks and by half 7 the
company waas very merry. We were asked to sing. Amazing how difficult it is to sing
Fa la la la la when you've had a couple, Still the audience enjoyed it and was as bad
as we were, except for Reg, who stood giggling behind an archway, We finished with
'‘Guide me oh thou great Jehoveh' at which the Ambassador recelled the dark days of the
1930's and started to cry. Quite something to tell our grandchildren ' our singing
made the British Ambassador weep '

We left. :

By 10,30 we were sober enough 10 be shown slides of places we would be visiting, and
Reg told some of his notorious, dublous jokes., Then we all had & piece of hig birthday
cake, He wears well for a man of 73.{ the President was so drunk he lit all the candles
with one breath.)

We all slept very soundly.

;ﬁﬁ Also present at the Receptlon at the lmbasay were Ingolfur

Gudhbraddsson, Conductor of the Icelandic Polyphonie Cholr, and

Dr. Robert Ottpsson, Head of Church Mygsiec in Iceland and one of
the country's leading musicians. When 1 mentioned to him that I
was interested in Iceland and would like to. work there, a conver=
sation developed that was to have fer-reachlng conpegifilel:
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Weds., July 3rd

Reykjavik - Thingvellir - Geysir - Gullfoss - Hveragerddi

The day davmed bright and fair and at 10.30 we left on & coach tour of some of the
gights which we could tske in on a day trip. Pirst step was +to Thingvellir - the
original law giving rock of the Althing, the oldest Parliament in the world

o b e
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e ol T Reps was wonderfully ciear and the singularly fine

views prompted us to take many photos.

From here we travelled on a "summer road", a twlsting dirt-

track which is bulldozed out every spring. Ve stopped to look at
gome caves which had been lived in quite recently, and from here

could see Mount Hekla away in the distance.

O T

Laugarvatn, a Hiéﬂrééhodi
and summer hotel, hetween
Thingvelllr and Geysir.

BINGVELLIR 0G ALMANNAGJA,
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We rode on to Geysir - the geyser from which all others derive their
name, It wag very disaprointing to hear that the original no longer works.Clever
Man found out that he could make it work more often by pouring in coap powder and
now the thing's bunged up with MFairy Snow. But ancther geyser was working and going up
about every lOminutes, and was réally s magnificent sight, All around were little
bubbling pools and things, and a heavy amell of sulphur was everyvwhere,

[
v
L4t , \
|
|
; i ;
. w,\ LA
N
' ! . o b
! : / j ‘
RV i ’
o N
| i
’ o
i Tk
! 1\. H
H
I
: .
g “f
. 4
e, - (
? y
\
J':
;
T ; )
3 ! N
I . s . )
! S . \“m«ﬂe- e
i 2 |
r/, B i Pote F
’ bR
i sl
/ e X
‘ ) ’f R i e A
o sy .
. / e
f / |
\ ..
y e ;L
- “1 L oAl

Strokkur is the Great Geyslr's little brother.
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After lunch, oh %those horrible sweet potatoes, we rode on to Gullfoss,
The Golden Waterfall, This was perhaps one of the most memorable sights in Iceland,
.although other choir members might disagree, We stayed for nearly two hours, photo
~graphing or just watching this wonderful sight. '

anp 41
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Rivers
and waterfalls

lceland is also a land of rivers
and waterfalls, some of them
impressive in size and beauty.
These rapid and powerful rivers
sometimes run  peacefully,
though with a latent strength,
through fertile plains, some-
times rush down into thunder-
ous falls. At some points where
the rivers drop down from the
highlands magnificent and
beautiful waterfalls are to he
seen, The most famous of
these, parhaps, is Gullfoss, the
Golden Falls. The spectacie
of this huge waterfall, sparkling
with all the colours of the rain-
bow as the sun strikes tho spray
which rises from it, is indeed a
splendid sight. But Dettifoss in
the north of Iceland is undoubt-
edly the most impressive of all
waterfalls in Europe.

Published by

Ferdaskrifstofa Rikisins

(lceland State Tourist Bureau} .

Reykjavik )

Distributed by:
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ICELANDAIR !

KPte v 1eaving Gdllrons,
.(whete Higel omitted to
mention that he found
what he THOUGHT was a
lava egg, only to find
that a sheep had put it
there!) we stopped to
visit Skalholt.

This new Cathedral was
dedicated in 41963, on
the alte of the first
episcopal seat in Ice-
land (A.D. 1056); it
was also a cehtre of
education and cultural
pctivities.

We looked in at the
Cathedral, which has
gplendid mcoustics, and
sang "8i e¢h'io vorrei"
just for fun; and then
came out through the
ancient burial vaults.




. ) Then we went, pausi | '
Ezi‘zrvoézgn_aic zreater -~ of interest beqause it only erupted 01:102 aﬁdnfstgoi'ogil?to?
et 0 r last stop was at Hveragerddi, a town that exists because of the hot springs 5
at spring up there, soms people bake bread in little steam holes at the end of the ]
garden, and we found green-houses full of semi-tropical fruits and plants. All sorts

of fruits and veg. are ‘i
. grown. Little spuris of steanm . E
middle of the road, P e appearrgverywhere, even in the {

e ’ . |
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Nearly a nasty international incident when we tried to gefmfoodwﬁnd ﬁuy
& meal We entered a cafe to find The Treasurer, Mike Roberts waving his wallet in the
f§ce.of a young waitress and saying 'How much, how much,.?!!! + He was restrained with
difficulty. Ole came to the rescue and soon we had had 3 bowls of soup each, cheese,
bread meat etc. all cheaper if we buttered the bread ourselves afterwvards.
So a wonderful day out came to an end. Tomorrow work !

The Elizabethan Madrigal Siggers. -

Kunnur stidentakor

frd Wales syngur -hér

Um bessar mundir er staddur
hér & landi stadentakér frd Oni-~
versity College at Aberystwyih
i Wales og npefnisi hann The
Elizabethan Madrigal Singers.
Kérinn var stofnadur 1951, of
voru upphaflega adeins i honum
10 manns en nd er songlolkid
um 20 ad tolu. Var kérinn bein-
l]'nis 5l bess stofnadur ad flyiia
enska Madrigal-ténlist, sem stod
med mesium bléma ‘Izi 18. 5ld og
‘er sérsteeti ténlistarfyrirbrigdl.
Er korinn wetid skipadur stadent-

AT PR R LS S ST

um elpgingn of stigrnandinn

jainframt nemandl', 1 tonlist.
Heitir niverandi stjbrnandi kors-
Ins John -Hearne. ‘
Eoérinn  kbm higad Gl lands
f siousty viku og hefur m. 8.
punglid & Blliheimilinu Grund o
vidar hér 1 Reyiciavik. I kvdld
kl. 8,30 mun kérinn svo syngia
i Koépavogskirkju of & fostu-
dagskvéld syngur hann i Ddm-
irkjunnd k. 2. -
Pa mun lobrinn ferdast at a
land og m.a. halda tomleika

{14 vondistarmotum.

e s b i b L 1« S ol it e I - Sl S

Borgarnesi, a4 Isafirdl,” Olptefirdl
og Alureyri. Heldur korinn
heimleidis hédan wfur 30. .

The Elizabethan Madrigal
Singers hefur morg: undanfarin
sumur farid [ singferdalag nl
annarra landa, svo sem ' til
by zkalands, Banderikjanna o8
Kanada tvisvar, Sovéwrikjanna,
taliu, Austirnikis og Svies' en
auk Ppess hefur hann ferdezt um
{ heimalandi sinu, sungid bar {
Gttarp of siomverp og tekid hébt

e J 1
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More publicity from ,
Morgunbladdidd, from
Thursday July L. BY
now people were begin-
ning to recognize us
in the street. \e felt

very, 1mporbanbe .



Thurs. July 4th Reykjavik - Keflavik - Reyjkavik and Koppavogur Church and Hotels
Saga and Borg.

But the work did not start too soon. We had yet another lie-in, and & short rehearsal.
Another concert had arrived - this one via the British Embagsy and was an invitation
to sing for the new President of Iceland ' :

At midday, our old friend the Yank bus took us out to Keflavik, It was,
remember, July 4th, John Rush and his wife and daughters supplied us with a wonderful
buffet meal and plenty to drink. Hywel remarked frequently how strong the beer was. We
were also taken to see an all- American Ball Game - officers against the men, Comm
Rush later played us several tapes on his recorder, which had only one level of volume
~ very loud. Included was a recording of a piece he had written himself in honour of a
friend killed in an air crash, After this story, no-one dared say they didtny like it.
He also explained how his house was built ' by pulling several levers ' and how it
nearly was blown away during a night storm. After the buffet meal we had a short
rehearsal, during which Comm Rush teok endless candid close up shots - apparently of
Caroline's tonsils. We left about 7p.m., having hed yet another enjoyable time on the
NATC base

We drove back to Kopavogur Chureh , just outside the capital, a very modern
and unusual building but even so a very attractive one. We had an audience of 18 folks.
But although this might sound-daft, the 18 were very appreciative and we collected
2000 k, plus a handful of humbugs from one little old lady.

i

The whole design is base

d4 on

this shape. The architect was Fikwwﬁrdb
H#rdhur Bjarnason, and the ' ’
windows are by Gerdhur Helga- f

dottir. / 9%3

i v grnaran

As was now usual for thia tour,””
the programme had to be drawn up
in a-hurry!m.“
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As soon as the concerd .
was over,taxis collected us and whisked us away to the Sags Hotel to sing for

the

President at his vietory celebrations. 'Littlu Bdrnin' was encored as was our Good Night
Ladies-and ~ drift- from -the stage at the end. We encored with'something on my mind'
We paused for less than a second,; the taxis took us off to the Hotel Borg, and we again
got a very good reception ( slthough at one stage We acquired a rather drunken tenor
with & bags voice y, We danced for a while, and then & rethef nice German girl asked
‘us to sing and for the rest of the evening we had 2 combined canu with some of the
mempers of the Tcelandic Polyphonic Choir who happened to be there. Thissame choir
choir had competed at Llangollen a few years earlier incidentally.

S0 after & very guccessful day, vwe went home to bed.

' Hotel Borg on the left.
Domkirkja to the right.

v oo

. One member

~ o of the Hotel Borg

' audience, also gomewhat
tiddly, left us his cardl

Qur appearance at Hotel Saga was quite an honour. Wwe actually sang for
Eristjan Bldjarn only five minutes after his firat public appearance as
the newly eleated president of Jeceland. There were reckoned Lo be over

700 people in our agudiencel
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Fri, July Sth

Revkjavik and the clock at Domkirke

#e had another late rise, followed by 2 ]ate breakfast or early lunch depending on how
you loot at it, Ve had a date at the Redio Station on the waterfront, and here we
recorded & 20 min programme which was to go out sometime in November, Ve've heard since
that it was gquite a good broadcast. We sang everything twice, recording the second
time, but everything seemed better the first time, The after a short bresk we went
back to the church for another rehearsal. What dedic8tion.... At 6 0'clock we went
to the Hotel Saga for a meal. This was our payment for our two appearances there and was
reputedly worth £52. Even allowing for high Icelandic prices it hardly seemed worth it.
One regulation issue drink was allowed and thoge darned sweet potatoes came around agein.
And do you know what ? John Hicks had a gquiet nose-bleed into his soup. Can'i take him
anywhere., 7 .
At 9p.m, we sang in Domkirke, the Cathedral, This concert was a success, and
although the audience could'nt clap, they appeared to enjoy the concert, Mads appeared
to be breaking through the initial Icelendic reserve at last!

L L [ o siien S ol e AL T Y TN SRR O R Y
‘ja' But what about the olock at Domkibkia? - .
T well, just es we were about %o begin "Bi bl og blaka',

1t decided to strike 10. Then while waiting for 1t I

realliged that it was chiming a G, which was just what

was needed!
Another reason for the success of this concert could

well have been the group of nurees in the front row
Of the audience.lq.o.t

PSR . Fistudagur 5. jali 1908,
MWMMAMMW W

Welskur Madrigal-kér syngur hér

stidentakor fri Aberystwythask6la { Wales er & sdngferBalagi hérlendis um bessar
mundir. K6rinn, sem nefnist The Elizabethan Madrigal Singers, var belnlinis stofnad-

More pub 1"6’{‘1-,’;,},""'"1;'51‘5“ ur &rid 1951 til pess ad flytja enska Madrigal ténlist, sérkennileg ténlist, sem st68 {
time from the after— sem mestum biéma a 16, 6ld.
noon paper, which is Korinn hefur pepar sungid i Képavogskiriju, Ellihelmilinu Grund og vibar, en |

kvtld kI, 9 mun hann halda ténleika i Démkirkjunni. Seinna fe: kérinn til Borgarness
sold on the streets IsafiarBar, Olafsfjardar og Akureyrar. ’

by kids screaming Kdrinn kom hingad alpjorlega i elgln vegum, en f honum eru 20 stidentar og studinur.
"WEEEE-SIIII‘I‘?I‘" ) Hann hefur ferfazt um fioldambrg lond austan- og vestanhafs,



.Sat, July 6th,

We rose reluctantly at 8 in the morning in orde
{this being yet another Adventist

at htis very early hour,

manner.

Afterwards we split up and drifted aro
met in the park for a picnic lunch congisting of b
apple or orange (but NOT voth).
Rhion in goal and Eddsbury showing that even at

Fester-~in in

Reykjavik

A rest was soon needed, but this was suddenly

precocious Icelandic girls an

but after + an hour these two emall precocious
appeal of two small precocious Icelancic girls

varied from John Hearne insisting he was C
and attempting homicide ( though some woul
in the shape of Dai and June who Kept the

vy teaching them - and later their parents
football resumed, but an offer by 6 Icelan

was well designed,

third time. .

Arriving back at the church a
of the retiring pastor had just finisheds The surprise
we could eat what was left if we wash
of cakes, 290 glasses, SOm& smaghed ,

bed, if not disgruntled, at least far from grun

Bvo sem adur hefur verld trh
akyrt hér i blading, hefur ensk
ur Maskolakér hatdid hérlendis
margar songskemmtanir, Kérinn
- aetlar ekki ad einskorda sig vid
Reykjavikursviedid heldar legg-
ur 4 sunnudaginn lang undir
fot og ferdast boedi til Vestf jardia
og Nerduriands.

Vig hittum & fornuwm vegi
fyrir skémmu songstipra kors-
ins John Hearne oF formann
Kkorsins Hywel Roberts, ad mali
og spurdum bi um pessa song-
tisr,

Lbetta verur langli ogf 1ik-
lega nokkud strangt ferdalug
hja okkur” segja beir félagar.
,Vis holdum fra Reykjavik @
sunnudagsmorgun og hildum 1il
Borgarness en par syngjum vid
eftir messu { kirkjunni k1. 2.
A manudaginn 6kum vid svo
alla VesttjarSaleiina 41  fsa-
tjarfar. Vid veljum pa8 frekar
a8 ferfiast med bil en flugvél
og holdum, ad vid sjium med
pvi méti meira af landinu,
{safirth syngjum vid sve f Isa-
tiarBarbiéi kl. 8.30 4 pritijudags
kvéld. En okkur er ekki til set
unnar bodis bar, bvi al vid
wtlum okkur a aka til Olafs-
fjarSar, en bar syngjum vis |
kirkjunni kL 9 4 misvikudags-
kvild. Nasta dag setlum vib af.
skreppa til Myvatns. Okkur er
sngt, ad par sé mikil natiuru-
fegurd.” ’

Ja, og ekki gleyma al balia
ykkur i Gribtagjé. Pi munid.
aldrei gleyma beirri’ reynslu,"
skjétum vid inni.

JVerst, hvad vit getum stanz-
a8 bar stutt, pvi a8 betta sama
kvold syngjum vis i Akureyrar
kirkju kl 9, og svo hildum vid
til Reyvkjavikur & fbstudag, og
baBan & laugardag melS Flugfé-
lagi Islands til Glasgow."

L Ykkur veitir ekkert af ,s8j6-
. miinaském" til svona {fertialags.

11 En hvenmer er kér pessi stofnal-

e

J,,’!‘haﬂ Elizabethan Madrigal

Sﬁnqkér leggur land undir fot

Singers of the University Coll-
age of Wales, Aberystwyth
eins og hann heilir fullu nafoi
var stofnaBur 1951, og pa voru
{ hopnum 10 medlimir, en seinna
var bzeti § hann, of erum vis
nua 21 talsins. Songatjorinn het-
ur jafnan verid einnig student
vid Haskdlann o0g tilgangurinn
med Dbessum song okkar er
audivitall all skapa tilbreylingu
fri naming, og um leis flytia
gova musik, sem sérstaklega er
samin fyrir svona famenna kora
Liklega maetti helat likja korn-
um vis Pélifonkérinn Of lika
kéra hérlendis.

Stadentarnir, sem i kdrnum
eru nuna, stunda nam vis #jol-
margar haskéladeildir, td. jard
fraii, 16piredi, grasafraeli hag-
fracdi, allskonar mal og fleira."

g legg td. stund a Welska
tungu,” segir formalur kérsins
Hywel Roberts, og ab beidni
okkar fer hann med setninguna
um Myvatn og Gridtad hér o8
ofan 4 welsku, og kom i ljos
ad hun er mijog frabrugdin
ensku.

LStefnid pii al sjalfstaedi frd

Englendingum eins og Skotar?"” -

Sabbath....) Havin,
most of us dri
the assistants were by now lift
though, there was something very pleasant in their calm,

Well fed, a game O

xious to learn our names Or S
Icelandic girls were s
began to wane.

- and then to the
d it was at 8.30 that

t midnight we fo
ed up afterwards.

250 plates and 250 spoons late
tled.

Hywel Eoberls of John Hearne

M8

d afternoon we returmed to town for a meal
Church for a wash, Here it was decided
an expedition was led by Nig., to the
rices 8/6 was quite reasonable
gemely well to this very 'English’ clagsic,
all enjoyed it ~ some for the

And so it wag that

g

spyrium vid.

Jpub exr na likast til,” svarar
tormaturinn fullur ahuga.

_Eg het heyrt, at pif hafid
ferfast vide um heim.” spyri-
um vis. Hinn ungi songstjori
yverBur fyrir avorum:

LJn, Tétt er bad. 1966 ferfiud-
umst. vid til Sviss o Austur-
rikis, sungum m.d. { Mozarteum
{ Salzburg of Stefansddmkirk}
unni § Vin. Einnig hotum vib
tvivegis farid til Bandarikjanna
einu sinni til Risslands o vit- -
ar og vibar."

OXiur hefur 1i8is fjarska vel
4 folandi og hlbkkum @l ad
ferdast um landid og kynnast
landi og bj6d ennbi betur,”
segja ungu mennirnir ad lekum
og hédan fylgia peim beztu dsk
ir um g6da ferd. — ¥Fr.B.

-

A
FORNUM
VEGE

r to have the rooms cleared by 9 a.m.
¢ nowhere else Lo go pro tem

fted to our coffee-shop-on-the-cormer, where
.ing the odd eyebrow in recognition. In all fairness,

unhurried but very efficient

und the shops until midday when we all
read cheese tomato and regulation igssue
f football was started by the boys -

4% he could run faster than us
interrupted by the arrival of 2 small
omething,All very charming,
till there and the
Reactions in the choir
he Guevars to Rhion grabbing one of the girls
4 have called it insecticide) Help arrived
1ittle brats quiet for the rest of the afternoon

~ English and learning some Icelandic. The
dic boys to take us on was refused on the very
commendsble ground that they were bigger than

After a beautifully lazy morning an

(12/6 for omelette and chips!)
that we go to the pictures an
Ponabid Cinema Lo see TOM JONES. The seat p
i The audience reacted ext
in spite of having to read Icelandic subtitles, and we

youngsters

as the cinema

und that the reception in honour
package deal sprung on us was that

one hour a couple

r we finally went to

MORGUNBLADIB, FOSTUDAGUR 5. J|
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OJur Tour schedule for the second week -

in Reg's fair handl
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Sunday July Tth

Reykjavik - Borgarnes - Vaddlaf jBll

We left Reykjavik at about 9a.m. on the first leg of our.tour of Northern Iceland. The bus
was of the same type as the one we had hired for our mid-week excursion, but the driver

- Viktor - was different; and in the next week was to win our admiration not only for the
long periods he had to drive, but also for the way he handled the bus on what must surely
be some of the worst roads this side of Welshpool. In practice the bus proved to be
extremely comfortable (all things considered) and the foot thick suspension meant that
our journey was not much rougher than a ride in a British coach on a British road. We
also had an extre passenger in the shape of a young lady named Nicola from the British
Embassy who vas teking the opportunity of seeing Northern ILceland.

We travelled along the coast road, leaving Mount Esja on our right this time,

and made our first stop and very nearly our last at the Hvalfjdrddur whaling station
near Middsandur . The smell that hit us as we stepoed out of the coach defies adequate
description but it could easily have been cut up and sold in lumps. We stayed perhaps five
minutes, but the men on the glipray hacking away the potential margarine and dog~-focd
seemed completely unaffected. Familiarity breeds contempt, but cen contempt breed
familiarity 7 Rhion snnounced that there was something fishy about the place (plaice?)
but that we were all havirg a whale of a time. Going apparently for a Royal Flush in
Funnies, a little later he made the profound statement that tI1t'1} be far more less
duller without John Hicks in the choir'. This was the reason for a npickle Rhion for
Lent" campaign which unfortunately failed. .
: Continuing ocur journey, we arrived in Borgarnes at lp.m. and hed lunch in
the locsl Hotel, The meal was nothing spegial but there was plenty of it, particularly
the beef which it wag despite a rumour spread maliciously by Warren-Thomas that it was
whale meat, .

Because of the slow service, we did not finish in time to sing at the local
church service as arranged, but instead changed at the hotel and were ready %o give our
concert by 2.45. The audience was small 3%5-40 (80% of the pop.) because of the good weather
but even so the concert went quite well and the audience seemed to enjoy itself.
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We travelled on after the concert, with many more Kilometers to go before
we resched Vaddlafjsll, our shelter for the night. Bui the journey went relatively
quickly because the scemery became progressively more dramatic and impressive and there
were pumerous 'photo stopsi A good meal ewaited us at the journey's end and at 10 o'clock

an " Expedition ~to~a-funny-shaped~rock * was led by Nigel. Having grosslyumiscalculated

the distance, it soon became an Eddsbury/Rhion led expediti~ and Hywel and Jenny soon
dropped out leaving Eddsbury, Rhion, Jackie, liz, Nige]l Graeme and Wyn to complete the
ascent, The view was well vworth the effort, cameras clicked, snowhalls were throwm and
on the way down marching songs were sung, audible to Johnny Hearne at the bottom, 1000
feet below.

Parents please note - we all slept together that night, It was a little
crowded perhaps, but at least it wes free. One large and one small cushion each
wag regulation issue, and a tolling grendfather elock which insisted on calling the
Faithful to Church every 15mins was 35001 silenced by our president. :

LJOSM: M.W. LUND.




Monday July 8th

Vaddalfjsll and on %o Isafjbrddur_

Nobody had alie in! Complaints were lodged by Mr Rees on the problem of snoring by My
Hicks. This had, said Mr Rees, kept nim awake for much of the night and he reaffirmed
his intention never to sleep next to Mr Hicks again EVER.c.. We left hurriedly at 8.30
Our President having more than likely bust the grandfather clock.

The scenery was agaim - now almost needless to say - vreathtaking. We stopoed

st a funny little Esso station for preskfast (2 biscuits) and Viktor, Nicola both bought
some dried fish and ate the gtuff with a relish that lowered the tone of the journey for
the rest of the morning., The next highlight was the drive through & place with & delightful
soundi ng name of Thingmarnaheiddi. Yhis pass possessed tae roughest ruad we L20 yet
encountered, but Viktor was working well that morning and accomplizhed the cccaalonally
vertica] descent with ease. VYhy a police car was gitting in the middle of it is difficult
to say., Perhaps they were waiting for a case of speeding or just dying to try out thelr
breathalyzers or expecting & Crime at any minute.

Lunch was at a delightful modern hotel -~ many of which have been bullk to
cater for that thing - the tourist, until recently a total unknown quantity in Iceland
The meal - bacon and egrs - not had by all, was expensive and cold. After & mini-break
on the grass outside, we journeyed On. Up a bit down a bit, up & lot, and snow was seen
folks once again; down a lof turn left at a fjord and we came across our second waterfall
- F3allfoss { or Dynyandifess ), Unlike Gullfoss, this one wes higher but narrower and
came crashing over a sheer rock face (Boy, what breathless prose}) Half way up, some of
us met an lcelandic couple, who immediately spoke in English and obviously knew who we
were., The ascent was a bit of a scramble but the view Trom the ledge near the cliff top
was well worth the effort, Lower dowm, it was possible to wailk right under one of the
smaller sub-fails. At this stage Graeme, that well known idiot and cess-pit cleaner,
decided to paddle across the streanm to some exposed rocks. And there he got stuck, knee~
deep in icy water. Lt looked as if we'd have to leave him, but with one last sub-humen {?)
effart he reached the shore. Ve watched hig toes floating downstream.

A fow more kilometres and we entered the town of Thingeyri, and while Viktor
deiivered the crates of books waich Reg had sent up, we cenrcned for a coffee shop., ¥e

ended our bunt in a small upstairs room of whal sppsared to be a private houss, Thiz
remindes us of a d4iddy Frice upstaris rovis actual
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iy Chris was pleased to hawe & wreak to
rest her bired bones, ratiled inko dugt by that great pass. Cake and coffee ware consumed.
1e Jonn Hearns had discovered a posber -~ with our picturel ~ advertiasing our next



The final ride to IsafjBrddur involved a climb over the Breiddadalsheiddi
- up into the snow, ( end still Chris' bones rattled) and then a dramatic descent to the
strangely shaped town itself, sitting om what appeared to be a dirty great pontoon
Actually we nearly never made it, Viktor took his 9' bus acrogss a T° bridgeesss.
We were staying at a girls' domestic science coll and for the first time in what seemed
like three months, we had beds to sleep on. VWell, bunks actually. Built with typical
Icelandic cunning. The top ones were so high that by the time you got up there you
collapsed with exhaustion,

After a& quick snack, prepared by the glrls in the kitchen, we went for a
walk with Ragnar Ragnar - the musicel elder-statesman of Iceland and conductor of no
fewer than 9 choirs in this small town. Ve walked to the quay and here found a cork 6"
scrogs, thua solving in one go the mystery of why drunkeness is a problenm in Iceland.
By which time our bunks beconed and Yhe mist descended and the eandman having mede his
round, one Madrigal choir drifted peacfully to sleep.
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Al exgept Jermy Griffiths that is, who was about half the night demanding action or
something, Kim, for one, gave her the short action, sorry answer...
ihs . The swimming pool next door was at our disposal early — too early for most -
his morning. Needless to say Flipper Hicks was there, Thar she blows...:!
However most of the choir had a late breakfast and then drifted around town, adding to
our Py now vast selection of postcards and Hywel bought 'yet another' set of slides.
4% mlddsy there came a mighty roar and Reg flew in, a nifty trick if you've got the
Che?k. e rehearsed in the afternnon - had a good meal - waghed hair - had baths and at
9 o'clock one fat clean choir gave what was perhaps the best concert of the tour, with
:gza ng@able contributions from our soloists (HR) ., With Ragnar H. Ragnar as cheer-leader
i Wa.u ience clapped s? much we nearly had to encore our entrance. All solos were encored
. "ere several of our numbers'as John Rush wonuld =say. JIHU disgrsced himmelf again by
hﬁ?;ﬁg a cou%hung flp. but apart from that, no trouble. At the end we gave 'em 'Good

% Jadies' and drifted from ihe siage into the audience. Well, 1f the stage had revolved
we'd probably have gone round on it but this was second best,

However we had no time to rest on our laurels or on Mrs Ragnars magnificent tea
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%eds July 10th
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on and on and on and on to Olafsfjorddur and Akureyri

And so began 24hrs of nell, Ve tpavelled all night until 7 o'clock the following night
How we slept 18 a story in itself. JTH foum solace oOr something on a femzle shoulder

~ Kim climbed on to the vagzage at the pack (sorry thout that, -uel - John Hearne stayed
awake, clutching hig cine-camera and ready for action (typewriter got all excited then...
that clutching bites) =~ Reg talked too much (joke session in the middle of the night -
I ask youl)s Migel slept on the floor and gob trodden on every time we stopped to become
a Relief coach, Highlights included passing a man omn Thingmanawatsit in a sleeping bag
vho was apparently sleap walking, and washing ourselves by & mountain stream at 2 in the
morning. The rest of the journey was spent in a1l sorts of uncomfortable positions - and

that's about all that happened

fie arrived at Olafafjbrdadur, and all things considered, we all fels quite good But
all the honours must £0 to Viktor, whe had driven with hardly a break gince the previous
evening. Even now he could'nt g0 +0 bed because after the concert here We still had to
travel the same evening to Akureyri. The concery was 8004, held in a delightfull little

_green church, and though it was only tiny the scoustics were pretty good and +he sudience

enjoyed it Refreshments were provided aftervards at the ministers house, and lcelander
trained ot U.8. universities. le was & very nice chap and his wife had done wonders with
five loaves because everyone weps soon full

. We migsed seeing the nidnight sun because of the low cloud but on reaching
Akupeyri we wer® only poo glad to sleep -~ On cnup beds, and they didn’t move.

CWe stayed in & church sehool, affiliated 1o the cathedral of Northern Teeland, We wers

asked to take off ouwr sandels €tC. beford enteringi rravelling on hande and knees 1o Mecaa

was optionasl.

violent ‘ During +ne night Me. Hicks sgain presented us iith hig big problem 1.€
iolent, window shalierings snoring. Next morning ne founf himself out in the corridor

having been Jumped with a hit of effort by the president.




Godaloss. : -

Thurs July 1lth a trip to vaatno.o..q and a few irritating hours with the midges.

We set off early on a day trip to lLake vaatna On the way we syopped at_yet another .
waterfall, but a very lovelv one Boddafoss. This sort of came round a corner end geiting
the best view involved pigking a horribk death crossing smaller streams at the t0p.
Iuckily Nicola had her wellies on and helped us across . This vaterfall got 8% out of 10
in the Madrigals Waterfall League

Lake lijvatn itself, reputedly the most beautiful spot in the whole country, was
& weird placej one side had a lot of little grass covered craters, another had strange
castle-~like lava formetions and in the middle sat great pillars of lave. All round swarmed
midges and these spoilt things alittle. Some brave Mads bathed in underground, warm,
hatural pools - Reg comes up here for his annual bath., And as a complete contrast, a few

minutes away in the bus was a barren sulphur area with a lot of bubbling sulphur pools
and lots of steam or was that Rhion?



Back in the northerly city ve prepared for our concert in the Cathedral. This
proved to be a fitting end to the tour, Ve sang our best, It's sad that just when Mads
reaches its best we have to split up and rebuild it next session, Afterwards we stood

at the door and shook hapds

with the sudience as they left, Then a good feed vas provided

during which speeches were made and everyone thanked everyone else for meking the tour
such a success - particularly of course John Hearne, Hywel and the other committee members.
revard we

Lagt and by all means lesst (!) to Reg for working so hard for us, As his

sang for him his favourite "Now o Now'....

SONGFOR

um Vestur og Nordurland i jali 1968

THE
ELISABETHAN
MADRIGAL SINGERS

HASKOLANUM [ ABERYSTWYTH
WALIS

Songstjori: JOHN HEARNE B, MUS
Einséngvarar: JUDITH ALBINSON, soprano
JENNIFER GRIFFITH, contralto
NIGEL WAUGH, baritone
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ENSKIR SONGVAR: (Madrigals)

Hark, all ye lovely saints .. Thomas Weelkes (1575 1623)
A little pretty bonny lass ..o oo Johin Farmer
Fair Phyllis ... o John Farmer
Bhyilis favewell o000 Thomas Bateson (1376 1634})
Phyllis, go lake the pleasure o T Weelkes (1575 1623)
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FINSONGUR MED PIANOUNDIRLEIK

1.
FRANSKIR OG I'TALSKIR SONGVAR:
Ce mois de mai . Clement Junnequin (1485 1564)
Au joli beis ... .. Claudin de Sermizy (1529)
Bonzorno Madonna ... .. .. Antonio Scandelli (1517 1H80)
Lasciatemi morive ... ... Claudio Monteverdi (1567 1643)
$i chio vorrei morire .. Clandio Monteverdi (1567 1643)
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SONGVAR FRA NORBLASGUM LONDUM:

Es ist cin Schnee gelallen .. Caspar Otmayr (1515---1553)
Thule, the period of cosmography ... Thomas Weelkes
Litlu bornin leika sée ... ... [si. Ruddds, John Hearne
Bi, bi og blaka ......... ... ... Isl. Radds. John Hearne
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FINSONGUR MED PIANOUNDIRLEIK
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PJIODLOG OG NEGRASALMAR



HARK ALL YE LOVELY SAINTS. ...
Gratis ckki, fogra meyjar, pid skulud heldur fagna astinni.

A LIITLE PRETTY BONNY LASS.

Litil, falleg stilka var 4 gangi 4 vormorgni fyrir solar-
uppras. Eg {6k i hind heonnar og for ad tala um daginn
og veginn a pann hatt, cr hezt ¢g kunni.

FAIR PHYLILIS,

Eg s4 Phyllis sitja aleina viir hjordinni vid [jallsraetirnar.
Hirdarnir vissu ckki, hyvert hiin haldi farid. Amyntas,
clskhuginn, reikadi um og leitadi hennar,

PHYLLIS, FAREWELL.

Vertu siel, Phyllis, ef til vill er lif mitt senn & enda, Keera
Phyllis, pott ¢g deyi, mun ég fyrirgela pér. Eg hefi lifad of
lengi. Daudi, kom og bind enda & pjdningar minar og
I¢Hu sorgir minar,

PHYLLIS, GO TAKE THE PLEASURE,
Phyllis tak aftur gledi pina. Hjarta mitt cr brostid.
Phyllis er réttlat, en samt ekki nogu godlynd.

CE MOTS DE MAL

Litill séngur um  ungan mann, sem er osvo hamingju-
samur, ad hann ler 11 og hoppar al keeti, ecinu sinni,
fvisvar, prisvar.

AL JOLI BOIS.
Sg or svo hrvggur, ad jafnvel skogarnir og blémin finna

Jrady.

BONZORNO, MADONNA.
Godan dag, heillin, Du ert mjog adladandi, en mundir
lita hetur Gt, ef bt veerir ekki alveg svo gdmul.

LASCIATEMI MORIRE.
Leyl mér ad deyja. Enginn getur gert neitt fyrir mig.

SI CHIO VORREI MORIRE. :

Er ¢g kyssi pessar clskulegu varir, finnst mér sem ¢y vildi
deyja vid hinn Fosa barm hennar,

ES IST EIN SCHNEE GEFALLISN.

Lad hefur snjoad, og pad cr fyeirbodi kolda § vedei og
kaldear astar.

THULE TUE PERIOD OF COSMOGRAPIY

Thule, endamérk i skopun jardar, par sem Hekla g¥s
eg braedir gaddinn, Ekki risa logar Einu haerra, Petta
er storkostlegt, en samt er ¢g sjalfur cnn storkostlegri.
Hjarla mitt Ieds af otta og brennur alt ast.

NEGRASALMAR.

Frtu vel triiadur? Vissulega, Fadiv. Helur pu veridy skivdur?
Hefur sél pin verid pvegin i bIodi guds lambs?

0, fadir, ¢g hel gert alll. PO sagdiv mér ad syngja, bidja,
prédika, kenna, syrgja og hropa. Fg Tel gert had, sem
P badst mig ad gera,

O, bad cr citthvad sem angrar mig. Eg held, ad ¢g verdi ad
liedasl 1 hm't_u. Sumir segja .gel mér silfur®, adrir segja
Sgel mér gull®, en ég segh Lgel mér Jestm® Hann er
sal minni d¥rmactastur.




Fri July 12th

Akureyri and all the way back to base.

The choir left at 9a.m., on the 12hr Journey pack to Reykjiavik, all except Reg and Nigel
the last having incurred the wrath of the gods who dzemed he should pay frequent visits
to you know where. The posh term for his ailment is food poisoning. A11 he remebers of
this particular Friday is that the plane flying him back went up and came dovn and in

between he went o thr toilet, OFTEN.
5o what Follows is John Hearne's own account o
first time in vprint:

f the journey:t unexpurgated and for the

% oWe travelled down

he Oxinadels Helddi pams, ahopping for photographe at the
Hegondrangi & fumay shaped mowrtain. ¥ Jleo shopped at Vermehlidd for a snylie
o

Luneh eongisted of haliput and hers

)
whion he was chuffedlhe wvapther Was

very warm, in spite of the

soe (Hote that By H, ommihied the ZOrgeous hit at the
reception denal

i
f
ihe hest bit of crackling secn on the shole journey and that's
saying sonet 4 fi.7  ¥e then travelled over ne degolate Heltg-vorduneiddi and
gtopped at Hyedsvatn. & 1itkle later Tiktor, just for z imugh, drove the bus
hrough a rivear rabher than over ihe wridee., Later still he Arove tnrough a dried
river ved. We did'nb stop ab the whaling station, and arrived back at B

Srele i
we presented Vikior i il some hobacco wi
i i
"
f
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Bl8nduds

Unquote. The cholir now had a cznu with the feelandic Polyphonic, &3 arranged the previoug
week, Apparenily a horing time was had by all, bub 1 aid'nt cars beoause 1 was gtill

yugy providing leeland with o sewage disposal nroblam.

Aotually the evening was nob that bed, excepd wnet the IPolyphomic hed & nubty conductor
- he hissed like an old Ford Pop when gonduoting and the problems encountared by thoze
sitiing on the same table intrying to keep & straight face were lamense, eppecially with
Reg also laughing his head off until he moved. '



St July 1%th

And so we onme 10 our iast day in Iceland. Heg hrought rownd the mmdreds of sheepsking

and obher sking vwhieh we had ordered 'fur the folks hack home’, and everyone did thell
Prantic last-minube shopping. Packing was rughed, it was time to leave For the alr
terminug, some lef't with the bageage, othars Tollowed, but others got 108T...e... _
Yarious Welsh swosr words rang through the air terminus, the little ticket oflice chap
lookod on and probably swore nipeelf, bub aventual ly we left for Beflavik, Then Heg

wag missing with various peoples proverty, canerss etc. He arrived and we boarded ithe plane
heg's final miraclé was to come op ¥he plane To  see us off - just murmured something about
“rolice sh, sh....'" at the customs, and through he cane.

ith & shudder wme left, all hoping to gee Toeland sometime again.

For the journey back, resd Thurs, Juns 27 naokwards! Yet agsin, the plane failed w0 crasb
and we arrived safely if with & jolb at Glasgow to find fai and the Bus walting ~ and had
?een for hours, the president baving forgotien aboubt the extra hour on the Journey back:
I4*s & good thing all the boobs snd mishaps happenad on the last day - The customs

‘were chviously convincesd that we were some sort of internaticnal sheepsitin smuggling

ring and deslsrs in lcelandic poitiery on the black market, but no diplomatic incidents

wara reported. :

W@;spewb the night in Edinburgh , and it wnined... 1t algo rained on the next stage of
uhe Journey te XKendal and Scotland and Novrthera Tngland did'nt 'alf look dismal and
dirty. But then so did Vales as we travelled back to Aber to sing in Grad.

And so we come to the end of a tour which could'nt have been more enjoyable or
successful,
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